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(54) Article carrier 

(57) A belt mountable folding pouch-type article car- 
rier (10) or case for small articles such as toot bits 
(28,30) and other tool accessories includes a closure 
panel (20) and article-holding panels (12,14). with adja- 
cent panels being separated by end spacer panels 
(16,18). The panels are preferably composed of an 
outer fabric (70) covering two sides of a flexible inner 
composite stiffener (72), The outer material layers are 
continuous throughout and are stitched together 
between the panels to form living hinges (82). The arti- 
cle carrier also includes interior and exterior storage 
pockets (56,58) with sides that accommodate varying 
sizes of articles. The interior of the article carrier 
includes one or more rows of elastic loops (24,26) for 
removably receiving tool bits or other such items. A two- 
way belt attachment strap structure (38.44) includes a 
fixed belt loop (36) with both ends (38,40) fixedly 
secured to the pouch or carrier and a releasable belt 
loop (44) having one end (46) secured to the pouch and 
an opposite end (48) releasably securable to the pouch. 
A user's belt (9) or other external member can be 
threaded through the fixed belt loop (36), or the releas- 
able belt loop (44) can be slipped over and around a 
user's belt while the belt is being worn. 
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Description 

[0001] TTie invention relates generally to manually 
transportat)le pouches or cases for holding and carrying 
various articles or items, and more particularly to such 
portable pouches or cases having pockets, loops or 
other receptacles for receiving and carrying tool items 
or accessories, such as tool bits, drill bits, tool chucks, 
bit holders, or the like. 

[0002] A wide variety of portfolios, pouches, cases 
or other such containers or carriers have been devised 
for holding and organizing tools, tool accessories or 
other small articles. Many of these carriers have been 
constructed of flexible fabrics or other materials such 
that the holder or carrier can be unfolded from a rela- 
tively small closed configuration to a larger open config- 
uration, thus providing access to articles removably 
retained in the holder or carrier. 
[0003] Frequently, however, such prior art carriers 
have been found to be lacking in terms of the ease or 
convenience with which tool bits or other articles are 
stored or removed by the user. In addition, many of 
these carriers have been designed for a very specific 
application or for a narrow range of particular applica- 
tions and have not been well-suited for use in other 
applications. Still other carriers have been found to be 
too large or cumbersome for convenient transportation 
or use on the person of the user. 
[0004] A number of the above-mentioned prior art 
holders or earners have been provided with belt loops or 
other such attachment structures that allow them to be 
mounted onto the person or clothing of the user or to be 
temporarily mounted or supported by ladder rungs, 
pipes, railings, or the like. These prior art holders and 
can'iers have not, however, provided for selective alter- 
nate methods of attachment to the user's clothing or 
person or to various external items or structures at the 
worksite. Because of this, users have been forced to 
use strings, wires, clips, hooks, or other such separate 
attaching items in order to obtain a wide range of hold- 
ing, transporting and mounting capabilities. 
[0005] Accordingly, the present invention seeks to 
address these concerns by providing a folding pouch- 
type can'ier or case that is capable of being mounted 
upon the belt or other item of the user's clothing in more 
than one way, as well as being conveniently and easily 
mountable to a wide variety of other external mounting 
members or structures present at a worksite. The pre- 
ferred carrier or case is adapted for conveniently hold- 
ing, storing and transporting small articles such as tool 
bits, drill bits, driver bits, chucks, bit holders, and other 
related tools or accessories. 
[0006] In the prefen-ed embodiments, the carrier 
includes a closure flap or panel and a number of article- 
holding panels, with adjacent pairs of panels being sep- 
arated by relatively narrow upper and lower end spacer 
panels. All of the panels are preferably composed of a 
thin, flexible nylon or nylon-type outer fabric or material 



covering two sides of an inner composite stiffener that is 
also flexible but is stiffer than the outer fabric. The stiff- 
eners are each in turn composed of a layer of urethane 
foam padding, a layer of polyethylene, and a layer of 

5 polyvinyl chloride In a preferred embodiment. The layers 
of outer material are continuous from one panel to the 
next and are preferably stitched together between the 
spaced-apart stiffeners of adjacent panels to form living 
hinges along fbid lines, thus allowing the pouch or car- 

io rier to be easily and conveniently folded into a neat com- 
pact closed configuration and to be quickly unfolded into 
a convenient open configuration for access to its con- 
tents. 

[0007] The upper and lower spacer panels, in a pre- 

15 fen-ed form of the invention, provide a greatly increased 
interior pouch volume for storing larger or thicker items, 
as well as presenting a neat, relatively rectangular side 
profile when the pouch is closed. When mounted on a 
user's belt or in other similar upright positions, the lower 

20 or outer panel folds away (usually merely under the 
force of gravity) to a convenient open-pouch position as 
soon as the closure is pulled upward by the user to 
release the preferred hook-and-k>op, snap-type, or 
other such closure fastener. 

25 [0008] TTie preferred pouch or article carrier also 
includes both Interior and exterior storage pockets with 
sides that are "accordioned" or easily expandable and 
contractible in order to accommodate varying sizes of 
articles stored therein. As such, the storage pockets vol- 

30 umetrically diverge from their "bottom** or closed ends 
toward their "upper" or open ends and are releasably 
secured in their closed positions by way of hook-and- 
loop fasteners, snap-type fasteners, or other such suita- 
ble fastening or closure devices. This greatly increases 

35 the volume of the pocket Interior and accommodates 
"over stuffing", while still maintaining a minimal pocket 
side profile when closed. A preferred form of the pouch 
or article can-ier according to the present invention has 
at least one of such storage pockets exposed for easy 

40 and convenient access even when the pouch or article 
carrier is In its ctosed configuration. 
[0009] Preferably the interior of the pouch or article 
carrier includes one or more rows of elastic loops for 
removably receiving tool bits or other such items. The 

45 preferred tool loops are closed at their "bottom" ends 
and can elastically expand to accommodate and snugly 
engage a wide variety of shapes, sizes, and types of 
tools, tool bits, or other such items. To this end. when 
more than one such row of elastic loops are provided on 

50 a pouch or can-ier according to the invention, the loops 
on one of the rows are preferably larger than those on 
one or more of the other rows, thus providing for even 
more flexibility and range of bit holding or article-holding 
capabilities. In the prefen^ed example disclosed herein, 

55 one of such rows of elastic loops and one of the above- 
described storage pockets are provided on each of the 
tool-holding or article-holding panels mentioned above, 
with the loops on one row being laterally staggered with 
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respect to the loops of the other row in order to minimize 
Interference with each other when the pouch is closed. 
[0010] A two-way belt attachment loop or strap 
structure is provided on the rear of the preferred pouch 
or article carrier and includes a fixed loop or strap with s 
both of Its ends permanently or fixedly secured to the 
back of the pouch or carrier The user's belt can thus be 
threaded through, or removed from, the fixed belt loop 
when the belt is removed from the user's body. The pre- 
ferred pouch or carrier also includes a selective alterna- io 
tive attachment structure with a releasable loop or strap 
having one end fixedly secured to the back of the pouch 
and an opposite end releasably securable to the back of 
the pouch by way of a snap-type or hook-and-loop fas- 
tener, for example. The releasable end of this strap can is 
thus be slipped over or around and inside the user's belt 
while the belt is being worn, as well as being easily and 
conveniently passed over, around, or through external 
members or structures present at a worksite. This, of 
course, provides the user with convenient close-at-hand 20 
access to the contents of the pouch or carrier while per- 
forming various work tasks. 

[0011] This two-way selective alternative attach- 
ment loop structure in the prefen-ed embodiments of the 
invention thus accommodates users who need a very 2S 
secure belt attachment or other such mounting and who 
anticipate little (if any) need for removal of the pouch 
during the work day. The two-way attachment structure 
also accommodates users who need to remove the 
pouch several times In a day, allowing them to do so 30 
without removing their belts, as well as allowing the 
pouch to be easily removed from the use's belt and 
attached to a ladder rung, pipe, railing, or similar struc- 
ture at the worksite. 

[001 2] Additional objects, advantages and features 35 
of the present invention will become apparent from the 
following description and the appended claims, taken in 
conjunction with the accompanying drawings. 

Figure 1 is perspective view of a pouch or article 40 
earner according to the present invention releasa- 
bly mounted onto a user's belt or other such item of 
clothing. 

Figure 2 is a front view of a preferred form of the 
present invention, shown in its closed configuration. 4S 
Figure 3 is a front view, similar to that of Figure 2, 
but showing the pouch or article carrier of the 
present invention in its open configuration. 
Figure 4 is a side view of the exemplary pouch or 
article canrler in its closed configuration. so 
Figure 5 is a side view similar to that of Figure 4. but 
illustrating the pouch or earner in its open configu- 
ration. 

Figure 6A is a cross^section tak^ generally 
through line 6A-6A of Figure 4, 55 
Figure 6B is an enlarged detail view of the circled 
portion of Figure 6A. 

Figure 7 is perspective view of the rear side of the 



prefen-ed pouch or article carrier, with a belt or 
other item being threaded or inserted through a 
loop created by a fixed attachment strap on the rear 
of the pouch. 

Figure 8 is a view similar to that of Figure 7. but 
illustrating the use of an additional releasable strap 
being inserted around and behind a belt or similar 
item on the user's clothing or person. 
Figure 9 is a detailed perspective of an inner pocket 
on the preferred pouch or article carrier, illustrating 
the expandable and contractible nature of the 
pocket sides. 

Figure 10 is a view similar to that of Figure 9, but 
illustrating an outer storage pocket of the preferred 
pouch or article carrier. 

Figure 1 1 illustrates a somewhat modified alternate 
embodiment of a pouch or article carrier according 
to the present invention, wherein the inner and 
outer storage pockets are disposed on different 
itenvholding panels. 

Figure 12 is a perspective view of a preferred pouch 
or article carrier, illustrating its flexibility in order to 
accommodate climbing or other movement of the 
user. 

[0013] Figures 1 through 12 illustrate exemplary 
preferred embodiments of a pouch or article carrier 
according to the present Invention. The exemplary 
pouch or article carrier shown and discussed herein is 
particularly well-suited and adapted for carrying drill 
bits, tool bits, driver bits, bit holders, chucks, or other 
drilling or driving accessories, or even other types of 
items. Upon reviewing the following discussion in con- 
junction with the accompanying drawings, one skilled in 
the art will readily recognize that the present invention is 
equally applicable to pouches or article carriers of other 
configurations, as well as those adapted for specific 
applications other than that of the illustrated embodi- 
ments. 

[0014] In Figure 1 a pouch or article carrier 10 
according to the present invention is shown mounted 
onto a belt 9 worn by a worker or other user 8. Refemng 
initially to Figures 1 through 6B. the body of the pouch 
or article carrier 10 includes an inner article-carrying 
panel 12, an outer article-carrying panel 14, an upper 
spacer pane! 1 6, a lower spacer panel 1 8, and a closure 
panel 20, all of which interconnect in a foldable configu- 
ration allowing the pouch or article carrier 10 to be 
folded between a closed configuration Illustrated In Fig- 
ures 2 and 4 and an open configuration illustrated in 
Figures 3 and 5. A hook-and-loop fastener assembly 22 
(or other suitable quick-release fastener) is provided on 
the inner side of the closure pane! 20 and on the outer 
and upper portion of the outer article-carrying panel 14 
in order to allow the pouch 10 to be releasably retained 
in its closed configuration. 

[0015] The upper and lower spacer panels 18 and 
18 maintain the inner and outer article-carrying panels 
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12 and 14 in a spaced-apart generally parallel relation- 
ship with each other when the pouch 10 is in its closed 
configuration. These upper and lower spacer panels 16 
and 18 are preferably sized to provide for increased 
interior pouch volume suitable for storing larger or 
thicker items, as well as to presenting a neat, relatively 
rectangular side profile when the pouch 10 is in its 
closed position. When the pouch 10 is mounted on the 
belt 9 of the user 8, as shown in Figure 1 . the outer arti- 
cle-carrying panel 14 falls away (by gravity) to the open- 
pouch configuration when the closure flap 20 is pulled 
upward and away from the outer article-carrying 14 to 
release the hook-and-loop or other fastener 22. This 
rapid-opening feature is enhanced, of course, when tool 
bits, tool accessories, or other items are removably 
attached to the outer article-carrying panel 14. 
[0016] Hie inner article-carrying panel 12 prefera- 
bly includes one or more elastic locp rows 24, and sim- 
ilarly the outer article-carying panel 14 includes one or 
more elastic k>op rows 26 thereon. The loop portioris of 
the elastic loop rows 24 and 26 are preferably closed on 
their "bottom" ends (when viewed in the open configura- 
tion shown in Rgure 3) and thus expand to accommo- 
date a wide variety of bit or tool items shapes, sizes and 
types, such as the exemplary bits 28 and 30 shown in 
Figure 3. To this end, the loops of the elastic loop rows 
24 and 26 are preferably staggered with respect to each 
other, as shown in the aoss-sectional view of Figure 
6A, with the loop sizes being the same on the elastic 
loop rows 24 and 26, or with the loops being larger on 
one of the rows than on the other in order to provide 
even more flexibility and range of bit-holding or tool 
item-holding capabilities. 

[0017] As can be seen in Figures 6A and 6B, the 
various panel portions of the pouch or article cannier 10 
are preferably composed of a pair of relatively thin, 
highly flexible outer fabric layers 70, between which a 
number of panel stiffeners 72 are disposed. Preferably 
the panel stiffeners 72 are also som^at flexible, but 
are substantially stiffer than the highly flexible outer fab- 
ric layers 70. This provides the pouch or article carrier 
10 with sufficient stiffness to maintain its desired shape 
and to support items stored or being cam'ed therein, 
while still providing for sufficient flexibility to minimize 
interference with the movements of the user 8. as is 
illustrated in Figure 12, wherein the pouch 10 is shown 
flexed as the user 8 grasps a ladder rung or railing 92 as 
he or she steps up onto a step 90. 
[0018] Preferably, the outer fabric layers 70 are 
each composed of a nylon, an imitation nylon, or a 
nylon-type flexible material, which covers both sides of 
the respective stiffeners 72 of each of the various pouch 
panels. In turn, the preferred stiffeners 72 are preferably 
composed of a relatively soft or padded stiffener layer 
74 disposed toward the outer side of the stiffener 
assemblies 72. The stiffeners 72 each also preferably 
include a pair of stiffener layers 76 and 78, which pro- 
vide them with the required stiffness, while still main- 



taining sufficient flexibility to minimize inhibiting effects 
on user movement. In one prefen-ed embodiment of the 
pouch or article carrier 10, the stiffener layer 74 was 
constructed of urethane foam, having a thickness of 0.3 

5 centimeters and a density of 18. In this exemplary pre- 
ferred embodiment of the pouch or article carrier 10, the 
stiffener layer 76 was composed of polyethylene and the 
stiffener layer 78 was composed of polyvinyl chloride, 
each having a thickness of one millimeter. One skilled in 

10 the art will readily recognize, however, that other suita- 
ble materials or thicknesses can be substituted for those 
mentioned above for the stiffener layers 74. 76 and 78 in 
specific applications. 

[001 9] The outer fabric layers 70 are preferably con- 

16 tinuous from one panel to the next throughout each side 
of the entire pouch or article carrier 10. In contrast, the 
stiffeners 72 are discontinuous or spaced-apart 
between adjacent panels, thus allowing the outer fabric 
layer 70 to be stitched together between the stiffeners 

^ 72 of these adjacent panels in order to form living 
hinges along the fold lines, thus allowing the pouch or 
article carrier 10 to be folded into and out of its closed 
configuration. Such stitched fold lines or living hinges 82 
are perhaps best seen in Figure 3. Finally, in order to 

25 provide a neat appearance and increased durability, the 
edge of the pouch or article carrier 1 0 is banded by edg- 
ing fabric 86, as shown in Figure 3, with the edging fab- 
ric 86 also being composed of nylon, imitation nylon, or 
other suitable and durable nylon-type fabric materials. 

30 [0020] Refening primarily to Figures 1 and 4 
through 8. the pouch or article carrier 10 preferably 
includes a unique two-way attachment arrangement for 
removably attaching or mounting the pouch 10 to the 
belt 9 of a user 8 or to allow the pouch 10 to be attached 

35 or mounted onto other external mounting members, 
such as ladder rungs, pipes, handrails, poles, ropes, 
cables, or the like at a worksite. This two-way belt 
attachment arrangement is disposed on the rear or 
outer side of the inner article-carrying panel 1 2 includes 

40 a fixed attachment or mounting strap 36 with its upper 
and lower ends 38 and 40 each fixedly secured to the 
inner article-carrying panel 12. This provides for an 
opening between the upper and lower ends 38, through 
which the user's belt 9 or other such external item can 

45 be removably and threadably inserted in order to mount 
the pouch 10 thereto. 

[0021] Similarly, the pouch 10 preferably also 
includes a releasabie attachment strap 44 on the rear 
side of the inner article-can-ying panel 12, with its upper 

so fixed end 46 being fixedly secured to the article-carrying 
panel 12, and its lower releasabie end 48 being free to 
be removed or releasably attached to the rear side of 
the article-carrying panel 12 byway of a hook-and-loop 
fastener 50. a snap-type fastener, or other suitable 

55 quick-releasable fastener types known to those skilled 
in the art. By way of this construction, the releasabie 
attachment strap 44 can be moved around, behind, or 
through external mounting members, such as the user's 
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belt 9. prior to attaching its releasable attachment strap 
44 to the rear side of the article-carrying panel 12. 
[0022] In this way, the pouch 10 accommodates 
users who desire a very secure mounting of the pouch 
10 to a belt 9 or other external mounting member, by 
way of the fixed attachment strap 36, in situations where 
the user anticipates infrequent need for removal of the 
pouch 10 during the workday. In addition, by way of the 
releasable attachment strap 44. the pouch can be easily 
mounted and demounted several times in a day without 
the necessity of removing the user's belt 9 or othenArise 
disturbing the external mounting member to which the 
pouch 10 is releasably mounted. Preferably both the 
fixed attachment strap 36 and the releasable strap 44 
are sufficiently long to accommodate wider belts or 
larger extemal mounting members. As shown in the 
drawings, the straps 36 and 44 can be continuous with 
each other, with the strap 44 overlying the strap 36. 
[0023] The pouch or article carrier 10 also prefera- 
bly includes an outer storage pocket 56. preferably dis- 
posed on the outer side of the outer article-carrying 
panel, T)elow" the hook-and-loop fastener 22. This 
outer storage pocket 56 is conveniently sized and 
located for quick and easy access to a chuck, bit holder, 
or other tool accessories. Similarly, in prefen^ed embod- 
iments of the pouch or article carrier 10, an inner stor- 
age pocket 58 is provided on the inner side of the outer 
article-can'ying panel 14, and Is also sized and located 
for convenient access to a wide variety of tools, tool bits, 
or similar accessories. As shown in Figures 9 and 10, 
the outer and inner storage pockets 56 and 58 have 
"accordioned" expandable and contractible sides 60 
and 62, respectively, which allow the storage pockets 56 
and 58 to volumetrically diverge from their "bottom" or 
closed erKis toward to their "upper" or open ends. The 
outer and inner storage pockets 56 can be releasably 
secured in closed positions by way of closure fasteners 
64 and 66. Such closure festeners 64 ard 66 can be 
hook-and-loop fasteners, snap-type fasteners, or other 
such suitable quick-release fasteners known to those 
skilled in the art. 

[0024] Although the outer and inner storage pock- 
ets 56 and 58, respectively, are located on opposite 
sides of the same outer article-carrying panel 14 in the 
prefen-ed embodiment illustrated in side view in Figure 
4. an alternate construction can also be employed, as 
illustrated in Figure 11. In Figure 11, the inner storage 
pocket 58a is disposed on the outer side of the inner 
article-canrying panel 12 (rather than on the inner side 
of the outer article-carrying panel 14 of Figure 4). In any 
of the embodiments, such as those depicted in Rgures 
4 and 11, the "accordioned" expandable and contracti- 
ble sides 60 and 62 of the outer and inner storage pock- 
ets 56 and 58, respectively, provide for an increased 
pocket interior volume and thus accommodate over 
stuffing, while still maintaining a minimal profile or thick- 
ness when closed. In one preferred example of a pouch 
or article carrier 10 according to the present invention, 



the external storage pocket 56 was sized somewhat 
larger than the inner storage pocket 58 in order to pre- 
serve the neat, generally rectangular side profile of the 
pouch or article carrier 10. 

5 [0025] The foregoing discussion discloses and 
describes merely exemplary embodiments of the 
present invention for purposes of illustration only. One 
skilled in the art will readily recognize from such discus- 
sion, and from the accompanying drawings and claims. 

10 that various changes, modifications, and variations can 
be made therein without departing from the spirit and 
scope of the invention as defined in the following claims. 

Claims 

15 

1 . An article carrier adapted to be releasably mounted 
onto an external mounting member, said article car- 
rier including a body portion to which at least one 
article is releasably securable. said article carrier 

20 further including: 

an elongated first attachment member fixedly 
secured Id said carrier body at a pair of 
spaced-apart first and second attachment loca- 
ls tions thereon in order to define a closed loop 
therebetween through which said extemal 
mounting member can be inserted; 
an elongated second attachment member fix- 
edly secured to said carrier body at a third 
30 attachment location thereon and releasably 
securable to said carrier body at a fourth 
attachment location spaced apart from said 
third attachment location thereon in order to 
define a second loop therebetween through 
35 which said external mounting member can be 
inserted when said second attachment mem- 
ber is releasably secured to said can-ler body at 
said fourth attachment location, a portion of 
said second attachment member being freely 
40 movable when released from said carrier body 
at said fourth attachment location in order to be 
movable around a portion of said external 
mounting member prior to being releasably 
secured to said carrier body at said fourth 
45 attachment location. 

2. An article can-ier according to claim 1 , wherein said 
third attachment location is generally adjacent one 
of said first and second attachment location on said 

50 carrier body, said fourth attachment location being 
generally adjacent the other of said first and second 
attachment location. 

3. An article carrier according to claim 1 , wherein the 
55 third attachment location is substantially coincident 

with one of said first and second attachment loca- 
tions on said earner body and said forth attachment 
location is substantially coincident with the other of 
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said first and second attachment location on said 
can'ier body. 

4. An article carrier according to any one of the pre- 
ceding claims, wherein said second attachment s 
member is fixedly secured at one end to said carrier 
body at said third attachment location thereon and 

is releasabiy securable at an opposite end to said 
carrier body at said fourth attachment location ther- 
eon. 10 

5. An article carrier according to any one of the pre- 
ceding claims, wherein a portion of said second 
attachment member is releasabiy securable to said 
can-ier body by one of either a hook-and-loop fas- is 
tener or a snap-type fastener. 

6. An article carrier according to any one of the pre- 
ceding claims, wherein said first and second attach- 
ment members are flexible respective first and 20 
second attachment straps, said second attachment 
strap overlying said first attachment strap when 
releasabiy secured to said carrier body with said 
first attachment strap being generally between said 
second attachment strap and said earner body. 2s 

7. An article carrier according to any one of the pre- 
ceding claims, wherein said external mounting 
member is any one of a group of external mounting 
members including a belt adapted to be worn on a 30 
user's body, a ladder rung, a pipe, a handrail, a 
pole, a rope, and a cable. 

8. An article carrier including a first body panel to 
which at least one article is releasabiy securable 3s 
onto an article-can-ying side thereof, a second body 
panel to which at least one article is releasabiy 
securable onto an articie-can-ying side thereof, a 
first spacer panel disposed between said first and 
second said body panels, said spacer panel and 40 
said first and second body panels being fbldably 
interconnected in order to allow selective move- 
ment of said first and second body panels relative 

to said spacer panel into a closed position wherein 
said article-carrying sides face each other and 45 
wherein said first and second body panels are sub- 
stantially parallel to each other and spaced apart a 
predetermined distance defined by said first spacer 
panel, said carrier further including a closure panel 
and a second spacer panel disposed between said so 
first body panel and said closure panel, said first 
body panel, said second spacer panel and said clo- 
sure panel being foldably interconnected In order to 
allow said closure panel to be folded over said sec- 
ond body panel and releasabiy secured thereto ss 
when said first and second body panels are in said 
closed position, said first and second spacer panels 
having substantially equal widths in order to main- 



tain said first and second body panels in the said 
substantially parallel spaced-apart relationship 
when in said closed position. 

9. An article can-ier according to claim 8. wherein said 
closure panel is releasabiy securable by a hook and 
loop fastener. 

10. An article can'ier according to either claim 8 or 
claim 9, further including at least one belt attach- 
ment strap on an opposite side of first body panel 
from article-carrying side for removably nrountlng 
said carrier onto an external member. 

1 1 . An article carrier according to any one of claims 8 to 

10, further including a releasabiy ciosable exterior 
pocket on an opposite side of second body panel 
from said artide-caaylng side. 

12. An article carrier according to any one of claims 8 to 

11, further including a releasabiy ciosable interior 
pocket on said article-carrying side of second body 
panel. 

1 3. An article carrier according to any one of claims 8 to 

12, further including a releasabiy ciosable pocket 
on said article-canrying side of said first body panel. 

1 4. An article carrier according to any one of claims 8 to 

13, wherein said first and second body panels each 
have a row of elastic loops thereon into which arti- 
cles can be removably inserted. 

1 5. An article carrier according to any one of claims 8 to 

14, wherein said first and second body panels and 
said spacer panels are each reinforced by a flexible 
internal stiffener. said stiffeners on each pair of 
adjacent panels being spaced apart in order to form 
a fbkJable hinge therebetween. 

16. An article carrier including at least a pair of body 
panels fbldably interconnected with one another so 
that said body panels can be folded between a gen- 
erally parallel closed configuration defining a earner 
interior therebetween and any of a number of open 
configurations in which said body panels are not 
parallel to each other, at least one of said body pan- 
els having an interior storage pocket thereon, said 
interior storage pocket being disposed generally 
within said cannier interior when said body panels 
are in said closed configuration, at least one of said 
body panels having an outer storage pocket dis- 
posed on the exterior of said article carrier when 
said body panels are in said closed configuration, 
said interior and outer storage pockets each being 
releasabiy ciosable in order to retain articles remov- 
ably stored therein when said body panels are in 
either of said closed and open configurations, and 
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each of said Inner and outer storage pockets having 
a portion thereof that is expandable and collapsible 
in order to allow said storage pockets to accommo- 
date articles of varying sizes being removabl/ 
stored therein. s 

17. An article carrier according to claim 16, wherein 
said storage pockets are each releasably closable 
by hook-and-loop fasteners. 

18. An article carrier according to either claim 16 or 
claim 17, wherein said Inner and outer storage 
pockets are disposed on opposite sides of the 
same body panel. 

19. An article carrier according to any one of claims 16 
to 18, wherein said inner storage pocket Is on one 
of said body panels and said outer storage pocket Is 
on the other of said body panels. 

20. An article carrier according to any one of claims 16 
to 19. further Including an attachment strap thereon 
to allow said carrier to be removably mounted onto 
an external mounting member. 

21. An article carrier according to any one of claims 16 
to 20, wherein each of said body panels has a row 
of elastic loops thereon into which articles can be 
removably inserted, said rows of elastic loops fac- 
ing each other when said body panels are in said 
closed configuration. 

22. An article carrier according to any one of claims 16 
to 21. further including a spacer panel disposed 
between said body panels and being fbldably inter- 
connected with said body panels, said spacer panel 
maintaining said body panels in a predetermined 
spaced-apart relationship when in said closed con- 
figuration. 

23. An article can'ier according to claim 22, wherein 
said carrier includes a pair of said spaced panels 
disposed at oppos'rte ends of one of said body pan- 
els in order to maintain said body panels in a gener- 
ally parallel predetermined spaced-apart 
relationship when in said closed configuration. 

24. An article can'ier according to any one of claims 8 to 

23. wherein said body panels each include an inner 
and an outer layer of material and are each rein- 
forced by a flexible stiffener between said inner and 
outer layers of material. 

25. An article carrier according to claim 24, wherein 
said stiffener is a composite of two or more layers of 
stiffening material at least one of which is a polyeth- 
ylene and another of which is a polyvinyl chloride. 



26. An article carrier according to either claim 24 or 25, 
wherein at least one of said inner and outer layers 
is a nylon material. 
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